
The vision to make the Capitol more environmentally-friendly is no longer 
simply an initiative or an idea; real progress has been made and we’re looking forward to reaching 
carbon neutrality before our self-imposed deadline of December 2008. 

We want to make our House green before we ask the citizens of the country to make more 
environmentally-friendly choices in their houses. We’re committed to ensuring the Capitol is more 
than just a symbol of our democracy, but a beacon of environmental stewardship.

On June 21, 2007, Speaker Pelosi approved a “Green the Capitol Initiative” designed to make the 
House “carbon neutral” in its operations by the end of the 110th Congress. This initiative, which was 
based on recommendations developed by the House’s Chief Administrative Officer, was designed to 
offset the 91,000 metric tons of greenhouse gases the institution generates as a result of its 
operations.  

After less than one year of operating under the initiative, the House has implemented a wide array of 
innovative actions designed to reduce energy consumption, offset carbon emissions and change the 
way the House does business.

The House will reach carbon neutrality by purchasing only electricity generated by renewable energy 
to meet the House’s needs. This will reduce the House’s carbon footprint by 57,000 metric tons. To 
meet its goal of neutrality, the House is also using natural gas, not coal, to meet the House’s needs 
for heating and cooling from the Capitol Power Plant. This will reduce the carbon footprint by an 
additional 10,000 metric tons. Finally, the House purchased offset credits from the Chicago Climate 
Exchange to counter the remaining 24,000 metric tons of greenhouse gases to ensure carbon 
neutral operations.

The House is also promoting sustainability in other aspects of its operations. The House’s cafeterias 
offer fully compostable plates and utensils that have prevented 118 tons of waste from going into 
landfills. The House Office Supply store now sells only environmentally-sound 100 percent post-
consumer recycled paper. Using this paper will save more than 29,000 trees, 3.5 million gallons of 
water and 400,000 pounds of solid waste every year. 

We’ve also encouraged our employees to take alternative modes of transportation and are 
attempting to strengthen our public transit benefits. More than 7,000 light bulbs have been replaced 
with more eco-friendly compact fluorescent lights (CFL) bulbs; and we are currently in the process of 
replacing the remaining 21,000 incandescent bulbs.

Ultimately, the Green the Capitol Initiative is about changing the way everyone does business. No 
organization can go green alone, and the House is no exception. Therefore, a House-wide “Green 
Team” has been developed, through which employees from various offices can volunteer in support 
of green efforts. 

The House is working to make one of the most recognized symbols in American democracy, the 
Capitol Dome, more energy efficient. Within six months, the Dome will be relit with more modern, 
environmentally-friendly lighting that will replace the dated, conventional lamps that currently 
illuminate it. Soon it will shine as brightly as the other memorials along the Mall and remind the 
millions who visit the Capitol that the Dome is not only a symbol of democracy, but also of 
environmental responsibility and a commitment to using their taxpayer dollars wisely.

In less than a year, we have made significant inroads toward our goal of carbon neutrality, saved the 
American people money and improved the overall health and quality of our House.





About the County of Santa Clara 
The County of Santa Clara is located at the southern end of the San Francisco Bay, and 
encompasses 1,312 square miles.  It is the largest of the nine Bay Area counties, with nearly 1.8 
million residents.  Ninety-five percent of the population lives in cities.  

County Going “Green”  
In an effort to mitigate the negative impacts to the environment, the county has established a 
comprehensive “green” program.  From rubberized roadways to energy-efficient traffic lamps, from 
household hazardous waste collection to food composting education, from adopting non-toxic 
methods to control pests in parks, to setting an environmentally-friendly policy for new construction, 
the county is doing everything it can to conserve energy, and is going “green” in the process.

Since 2001, the county has completed over 500 energy conservation projects designed to reduce 
gross power consumption and peak power demand.  Five new county buildings – four health centers 
and the Crime Lab – are being designed to exceed the State of California’s building energy 
efficiency standards and meet the United States Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) standards.  

The designs will reduce the County’s annual electrical use by over three million kilowatt hours, 
saving $525,000 annually and qualify for a PG&E Savings By Design rebate of $564,784.  New 
County health centers are being designed and constructed with the same “green” standards, 
although currently, there is no LEED designation for medical buildings.  

Sustaining Energy Conservation Achievements 
In 2007, the County set aside funds specifically for energy conservation projects, and expanded 
demand management and green power generation efforts.  These efforts include:

 Approving $771,392 in energy and water conservation projects that will result in $143,371 in 
annual savings, and reduce demand by 800,300 kilowatt-hours.

 Continued replacement of inefficient building systems.
 Reducing peak demand and participating in the various peak demand reduction programs.
 Installing a 15 KW Planar Solid Oxide Fuel Cell power generation system at the County 

Communications 911 facility.
 Continued procurement of alternative-fueled fleet vehicles, with a cumulative total of 154 

hybrid, electric, natural gas or propane vehicles, representing 8% of the entire County Fleet.
 Continued reduction of vehicle emissions through retrofitting the diesel vehicle fleet. 

County Early Supporter of U.S. “Cool Counties” Initiative 
The County agreed to support the U.S. Cool Counties Climate Stabilization Declaration requiring the 
County to take a leadership role in addressing climate change in their region by planning for and 
reducing regional greenhouse gas emissions.  The County will take an inventory of County 
government operations and countywide community greenhouse gas emissions.  The County agrees 
to reduce County government greenhouse gas emissions by 80% below current levels by 2050 
through a 10% reduction every five years.  

COUNTY OF SANTA CLARA PROMOTES 
ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP AND 

CONSERVATION







“Going Green”
Fact Sheet 

Xilinx, Inc. (NASDAQ: XLNX) is the worldwide leader in complete programmable logic solutions, with 
more than 50 percent market share and $1.84B in revenues for fiscal year 2007.  Xilinx award-winning 
products – including silicon, software and IP – enable designers to drastically reduce time-to-market in a 
variety of end markets, including aerospace/defense, automotive, consumer, industrial, networking and 
telecommunications. 

Since its founding nearly 25 years ago, Xilinx has staked its reputation on running its day-to-day business 
based upon a core set of values that balance the needs of customers, employees and shareholders.  Among 
those values is an emphasis on employee safety and satisfaction, being a friend to the global environment, 
and pursuing a sense of community both inside and outside the company.

Notably, Xilinx ranked in the top 10 of FORTUNE’s annual listing of "100 Best Companies to Work For" 
from 2002 to 2005, among America’s elite corporations.  In 2007 and 2008, the company was named one 
of the “100 Best Corporate Citizens” by CRO Magazine. Business Ethics magazine, which CRO acquired 
in 2006, published the list for the first seven years and CRO continued the tradition in 2007 and 2008. 
Ranking is based on the corporate responsibility efforts of large-cap companies from the Russell 1000 
index in eight categories: climate change, employee relations, environment, financial, governance, human 
rights, lobbying and philanthropy. 

Xilinx has also been recognized for its commitment to protecting the environment and use of sustainable 
materials of construction in its building projects for many years:

 Silver LEEDS Award – granted by the U.S. Green Building Council for  renovation of Xilinx 
San Jose headquarters building 5. 

 Colorado Renewable Energy Society Merit Award – for the energy efficient and sustainable 
architecture of the Xilinx Longmont, Colorado campus, which incorporates passive day lighting 
systems that work in conjunction with the dimmable lighting system to create balanced lighting 
while saving energy. In addition, under floor ventilating systems are controllable by the 
individual at their cubes. All interiors materials, where feasible, used recycled or sustainable 
products

 CCASLA Professional Design Awards Program President’s Award of Excellence and Land 
Stewardship Designation – for landscape design using sustainable, indigenous species. Low 
water usage reduces maintenance costs and promotes a natural environment that complements the 
building’s architectural style.

 Greenmark Platinum Award – the highest recognition possible by the Building and 
Construction Authority in Singapore – and the only non-government project honored with the 
nation’s award – for the new, energy efficient, sustainable design of the Xilinx Asia Pacific 
headquarters building.



Current Initiatives (representative examples):
 Top 30 nationwide  purchaser of green energy
 Installation underway in Sunnyvale, California of largest solar array on an 

existing corporate campus (2.0 MW)
 Additional solar installations in place in Austin (28Kw, largest commercial 

installation) and Xi’an China (56kw, only solar array in the province)
 Successfully launched an Energy and Environmental Solutions business, 

including growing thin-film and crystalline silicon solar cell manufacturing 
equipment (≥ 2.5 bln in orders)

 All design engineers companywide take a Design for Environment training 
course to support the Product Design Goal (above)

 Numerous initiatives in place to reduce energy and resource consumption 
in the workplace, e.g. PC energy management and use of multi-function 
devices to cut down paper usage.

Corporate Goals

Guiding Principles 
for Sustainability 
Programs





Our business powers the platforms that drive the Internet. With hundreds of millions of Google users, 
it takes extensive computer infrastructure to keep our tools and services running. And that takes 
electricity. Generating that electricity requires energy and, as our business grows we want to make 
sure we minimize our impact on the Earth's climate. So we’re taking every step we can to produce 
electricity using renewable energy resources that don't add to the production of greenhouse gas 
emissions.

Renewable Energy Cheaper Than Coal (RE<C)

Clean and affordable energy is a growing need for our company, so in November 2007 we launched 
a strategic initiative whose mission is to develop electricity from renewable sources cheaper than 
electricity produced from coal. Initially, this project to create renewable energy cheaper than coal will 
focus on advanced solar thermal power, wind power technologies, and enhanced geothermal 
systems – but we’ll explore other potential breakthrough technologies too.

We’re busy assembling our own internal research and development group and hiring a team of 
engineers and energy experts tasked with building 1 gigawatt of renewable energy capacity that is 
cheaper than coal. (That’s enough electricity to power a city the size of San Francisco.) Google’s 
R&D effort will begin with a significant effort on solar thermal technology, and will also investigate 
enhanced geothermal systems and other areas.

Supporting Breakthrough Technologies

In conjunction with the RE<C major research and development initiative, our philanthropic arm, 
Google.org is making strategic grants and investments in organizations working to produce 
renewable energy at a cost below that of coal-fired power plants. Google.org is announced 
investments in two innovative corporations who are building potentially breakthrough technologies –
eSolar and Makani Power - and we look forward to collaborating with other members of the 
renewable energy field, including companies, R&D laboratories, and universities. 

Google’s Green Commitment

Our RE<C initiative is just the next step in Google’s continuing commitment to a clean and green 
energy future. We have been working hard on energy efficiency and making our business 
environmentally sustainable:

Last spring we announced that we would be carbon neutral for 2007 and beyond, and we’re on track 
to meet this goal. We’ve taken concrete steps to reduce our carbon footprint and accelerate 
improvements in green technology. For example, through design improvements and the adoption of 
power-saving technologies, such as evaporative cooling, we have made great strides to bolster the 
efficiency of our data centers – the facilities that store the computers that enable Google to deliver 
accurate search results at lightning speed. We’ve also reduced the carbon footprint of our building 
and office operations - for example, by replacing incandescent bulbs with higher-efficiency lighting, 
and maximizing the use of natural light. And earlier this year we flipped the switch at our Mountain 
View headquarters on one of the largest corporate solar panel installations in the United States.

In addition to “greening” our own business, we’re also cooperating with members of the tech 
community to improve efficiency on a broader scale. In 2007, we teamed with Intel and other
industry partners to form the Climate Savers Computing Initiative, a group which advocates the 
design and adoption of less wasteful computing infrastructure. (Over the past six months, we have 
signed on our very first public sector partners, the state governments of Minnesota, Kansas, 
Colorado and Michigan.) 



Pursuing Environmental Sustainability
Intel has a long history of commitment to the environment, a philosophy 
that started with our founder Gordon Moore and remains central to our 
overall commitment to corporate responsibility.  During Intel’s 40 year 
history we have worked to minimize our environmental footprint by 
reducing emissions, purchasing renewable power, and investing in 
water conservation strategies. We incorporate design for the 
environment principles into our production processes – including the 
use of waste recycling programs and the adoption of “green” building 
standards.

Intel applies technology innovation to reduce the environmental impact 
of our products and manufacturing processes. We also work proactively 
with governments, environmental groups, and industry to promote 
voluntary environmental initiatives and advance global sustainability.

Addressing Global Climate Change
At Intel, we have long considered global warming to be an important 
environmental issue and we continue to take steps to reduce our 
climate change impact.

 Reducing Greenhouse Gas Emissions: Since 2000, Intel has 
reduced our PFC emissions by 56% in absolute terms and 95% 
normalized by production volume.  By the end of 2007, we reduced 
normalized global warming emissions 20% below 2004 levels.

 Energy Conservation: To conserve energy in our operations, we 
have implemented more than 250 energy conservation projects 
since 2001, saving more than 500 kWh of electricity in our facilities, 
enough to power about 50,000 U.S. homes.

 Green Power: In 2008, Intel committed to purchasing more than 
1.3 billion kilowatt hours a year of renewable energy certificates as 
part of a multi-year commitment to reduce our impact and to help 
stimulate the market for green power.

 Energy Efficient Products: Intel is an industry leader in finding 
innovative ways to create products that drive industry-leading 
energy-efficient computing performance for PCs, mobile devices 
and data-center servers. We work with industry organizations and 
the U.S. EPA to establish benchmarks and track energy-related 
metrics.

 Climate Savers Computing Initiative: Intel and Google launched 
the initiative in 2007, bringing together industry, consumers, 
government, and conservation organizations to reduce computer 
CO2 emissions by 54 million tons per year by 2010, equivalent to 
the exhaust annually produced by 11 million cars. 

Intel’s Climate Change 
Timeline

2008 Intel sets new 2012 climate 
change and energy conservation 
goals to drive continuous
improvement.

2008 Intel becomes the largest 
corporate purchaser of green power 
in the U.S. under the U.S. EPA 
Green Power Partner Program.

2007 Intel joins the Chicago Climate 
Exchange, the only CO2 emissions 
trading market in the U.S. 

2007 Intel co-founds the Climate 
Savers Computing Initiative.

2006 Intel joins the U.S. EPA 
Climate Leaders Program and 
commits to reduce global-warming 
gases 30% from 2004 baseline by 
2010.

2005 CO2 emissions now regulated 
at Intel’s Ireland site; Intel begins 
participating in EU trading program.

2003 Intel energy conservation goal 
established: target average 4% per 
year normalized reduction.

1998 Industry-wide goal set to 
reduce PFC emissions 10% below 
1995 baseline by 2010.

1996 Intel leads industry agreement 
on PFC reduction, the first voluntary 
agreement to reduce global-warming 
gases.  Started public reporting of 
total energy use.

1994 Intel begins public voluntary 
environmental reporting.




